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The OVPAA respectfully recommends the following proposal to President Danilo L.
Concepcion for endorsement to the UP Board of Regents

el
Maria Cynthia Rose Banzon Bautista

OVPAA

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

INSTITUTION OF THE ASSOCIATE IN ARTS (AA) PROGRAM
UP DILIMAN

The proposed Associate in Arts is a ladderized program aimed to replace the current
Diploma and Certificate programs. The Arts and Letters Cluster has set a minimum of
72 units and a maximum of 78 units for the AA program. Graduates of the proposed
program are expected to be skilled enough to work in the creative industries as
performers, freelance artists, production assistants, in education as teacher's aides or
administrative staff, in the sports world as assistant coaches, trainers, athletes, and
similar professions. This proposal addresses Republic Act No. 10847 which aims to
strengthen the ladderized interface between Technical-Vocational Education and
Training and Higher Education and is in sync with Republic Act No. 10968 or

An Act Institutionalizing the Philippine Qualifications Framework {PQF). The AA will
fall under Level 5 of the PQF as opposed to the Bachelor's degree which is at Level 6

The proposed AA was endorsed by the Academic Affairs Commiltee (AAC) and there is

no objection from the Presidential Advisory Committee to its endorsement to the Board
of Regents through President Concepcion.
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University Counci Curricuium Committee Cluster A

University of the Philippines Diliman

INSTITUTION OF THE ASSOCIATE IN ARTS (AA) PROGRAM

1. Academic Merit

1. intreduction

In an Academic Program Improvement (AP) symposium of the UP Curriculum Committee Arls and Letters Clusler
held in Seplember 2017, the need to unify all pre-baccalaureale offerings under a common tille was addressed.
The members of he cluster came 1o an agreement (o replace the current Diploma and Cerlificate programs in the
arts with the Associate in Arts (AA), conceived as a lwo-year pre-Baccalaureate program. The AA litle is widely
recognized internalionally and has already been adopled by the UP Open Universily.

Nith the implementation of the Arts and Design Track in the K+12 curriculum, several courses (such as Performing
Arts {Music and Theater] and Creative Industries) currently being offered in the UPD Certificate Pragrams are being
introduced in Grades 11 and 12.

Aside from this, the Philippine Qualifications Framework (PQF) was approved by the NEDA SDC Cabinet on May
18, 2012 as a national policy which describes the levels of educalional qualifications and sets the standards for
qualification outcomes. "Qualification refers to the formal certification that a person has successfully achieved
specific leaming culcomes relevant to the identified, academic, industry or communily requirements. Qualification
confers official recognition of value in the labor market and in further education and training” (pqf.gov.ph).
In the PQF, after the completion of the K+12 (or basic education) curriculum a student gualifies for the National
Certificate | and 1l (Levels 1-2). Leveis 3-4 which correspond to the Technical Education and Skills Development,
qualifies the student for the National Certificale 11l - VV while completion of Level 5 qualifies the student for an
Associate Degree. Levels 6-8 correspond lo higher education and makes the student gualified for a Baccalaureate,
Posi-Baccalaureate, Doctoral degrees and Post-Doctoral program, respectively.

History of the AA in the University

The College of Liberal Arts was established on 30 January 1911, “The college had two units-the Junior

College which offered two years of study leading io the degree of Bachelor of Arts; and the Senior College
which offered three years of study leading lo the degree of Master of Arts. The coursework in the Junior

College was designed to prepare the students who wished to enrall in professional courses. In 1959, in
response Lo the implementation of a new basic educalion program, lhe College of Liberal Arts was

reorganized” (iskwiki.upd.edu.phiindex. php/UP: College_of_Social Sgiences_and_Philosophyif. W-RhHnpLjeQ),
The conferment of 'Associate’ was given upon completion of 60 unils or 2 years of study. '

{20" Universily Council Meeting held March 9, 1918). In the School of Library and Information Studies, the
‘Associate in Arts' was conferred at the end of the studenl’s 2w year which leads to the degree of PhB (in Library
Sclence) (69" University Council Meeling held February 7, 1925),

In the 745" BOR Maeting (

21 April 1966), the granting of the 'Associate in Arls' as offered by the College of
Arls was abolished.

In the 1116* Meeling of the Board of Regents (20 January 1998}, the Associale in Arts (AA) Program of
the UP Open University (UPOU) was established. The AA Program was designed as ihe first rung in
ladderized program that will eventually lead 1o a full baccalaureate degree in the Humanities and Social
Sciences.

Students who complete the AA, whose general objective is fo offer underaraduate educativs
can move on 1o a baccalaureale program of the UPOU,

| by distance mogs,
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1.2 Raticnale
Nature of Certificate and Diploma Programs

At present, Certificate and Diploma Programs are offered by four colleges in the Arts and Letters (ASL) Cluster,
namely Theatre Arts & Malikhaing Pagsulat (in the College of Arts and Letters), Fine Arts (in the College of Fine

Arts), Sports Studies (in the College of Human Kinetics), and Certificate and Diploma in Music (in the College of
Music).

The Certificate/Diploma Programs are offered with a range of 2 to 4 years with a minimum of 60 units and a
maximurn of 150 units.

The current Certificate programs are craft-oriented, designed te train prospective artists while College of Music's
Diploma Program “is a four-year course of study with a heavy concentration on the applied and theoretical

arts...designed for sludents with outstanding performance ability wha do not intend to work toward a baccalaureale
degree” (UPD General Catalogue 2014)

Diploma programs in the University, on the other hand, are post-Baccalaureate programs taken from 1-2 years
geared for students interested in pursuing a graduate degree but constrained to pursue a higher graduate degree.
Examples of Diploma programs in UP Diliman are the Dipioma in Archaeology and Diploma in Public Management.

The variations in the use of the terminologies Certificate and Diploma in the University prompted the Arls and
Letters Cluster to propose the use of Associate in Arls,

Nature of the Associate Program

Atpresent, the UP Open University is offering an Assodiate in Arts program. It is a two-year pre-Baccalaureale
liberal arts program with a tolal of 72 units program.

In universities abroad, the Associale degree is an academic program faken al the undergraduate level which aims to
provide a broad foundation of knowledge necessary for employment or further study.

(ucanwes! calundergraduale/associale-of-aris) The Associale degree typically takes two to three years to complete
general education requirements and begin major coursework
{Ieam.orgfarlicles!What_Es_anwAssociale_of_Ar%stegfee.html).

Associale degrees are most commonly offered in the US, some parts of Canada, Hong Kong, Australia and the
Netherlands. Other countries have similar programs but under a different name, such as foundation degrees in the
UK {wwsw topuniversities.corn/blog/what-associates-degree). Some schools in the Philippines offer Associate

degrees such as the Miriam College (Associate in Digital Technologies) and Centro Escolar University (Associate in
Library and Information Science)

The propesed Associate in Arts is a ladderized program aimed to replace the current Diploma and Cerlificate
pragrams. The Arts and Letters Cluster has sel a minimum of 72 units and & maximumn of 78 units for the AA
program. Graduales of the proposed program are expecled to be skilled enough to work in the crealive
industries as performers, freelance arlists, production assisients, in education as teacher's aides or
adminislrative staff, in the sports world as assislant coaches, {rainers, athletes, and similar professions. This
proposal will also address Republic Act No, 10647 which aims to strengthen the ladderized interface between
Technical-Vocational Education and Training and Higher Education.

This proposal also attempts to address and align with changes that have been happening in the education
landscape, the K+12 curriculum and the UP GE framework. It wishes to address PQF Level 5 which qualifies the
student for an Assaciate degree with the following POF level descriptors:

i ’ ts
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- Knowledge and skills that are mainly theoretical andlor abstract with significant depth in some areas
together with wide-ranging, specialized technical, creative and conceptual skills.

- Perform work activities demonstrating breadth, depth and complexity in the olanning and initiztion of
alternative approaches to skills and knowledge applications across a broad range of technical and/or
management requirements, evaluation and coordination.

-~ Applied in activities that are supervisory, complex and non-routine which require an extensive interpretation

andior acaplation/innovation (paf.gov.ph)

Il Brief description of the program
1. Program Outcomes

Al the end of the program, graduates should

» Display a higher level of skill and compelence as a practicing artist/scholar/athlete commitied to honor

and excellence;

Y

Employ critical and creative thinking and independant judgment as a versalile and innovative
arlist/scholar/athlete;

¥ Exhibit pride for one's national identity while promoting understanding and respect for other cultures;

and

Uphold professional ethics in practicing one's profession.

2. Program structure

Studenls enrolled in the AA Program (AAP) are required 1o take a minimum of 72 units and a maximum of 78
units o provide flexibility given the nature of the different disciplines.

The proposed program structure is simitar to the exisling cerlificale and diploma programs in the Arts and Letters
cluster, In the proposed program, there is a need for AAP students to take more courses related to their
discipline to achieve a high level of mastery thal will allow them to enter the creative industries,

Courses lo be taken will include a combination of:

Types of Courses Description Number of units
Core Courses subset of major courses common to all majors or tracks 24 - 32 units
of a particular progran’ {UP Diliman
Faculty Manual 2003) :
Major courses ‘set of courses in principal discipline/field of study with 24 - 30 units

prescribed total number of courses and unils, of
which certain courses are specifically required
courses’ (UP Diliman Faculty Manual 2003}

Eleclive courses courses in he discipline and/or related field of study 6 — 18 unils
General Education Courses to be selected from the 21 core courses in the 12 - 21 unils
courses’ approved UPD GF Framework

Total E 72 - 78 units

* The proposed number of units fof the GE courses was endorsed by the UP Diliman GE Committee in its Oclober 25,
2018 meeling.
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Table 1. Sample AA Program Structure

The proposed Associate in Arts Program should be completed in 2 years. Each offering unit will submit its proposed
program structure once the AA Program is approved.

3. Program Administration

The AA Program will be administered by concemed depariments from the College of Arls and Leiters,
College of Fine Arts, College of Human Kinetics, College of Music, and the College of Mass Communication.

il Program requirements
The following are the minimum program requirements. Offering units may have stricter requirements.

1. Admission
Applicants to the AA Program (AAP) do not require the UPCAT for admission. However,

Applicants must comply with the admission requirements of the college and pass the AAP
Admission Test administered by the collegs. This may be in the form of an auditionftalent test,
written/practical test and interview.

2. Retention
AAP students should conform to Universily relention policies.
AAP students are allowed a maximum residency of three (3) years as per university rule,

3. Transter/shifting

AAP students can only shift to another AA Program if they pass the admission
requirements of the said program.

4. Graduation

AAP students should comply with the program requirements, The offering unit will recommend
AAP students for graduation.
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OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

14 December 2018

REFERENCE NO. MLT-18-699

Alty. Danilo L. Concepcion 5 o 1
President e )
University of the Philippines System mas OV § e 1
Diliman, Quezon City i

Dear President Concepcion: h

I'would like to submit for your consideration and approval the Institution of
Associate in Arts (AA) Program (Appendix B)

endorsed by the University Counail at its
(special) meeting held on 26 November 2018.

Thank you.

Very >G[y yours,

MICHAEL L. TAN, PhD
Chancellor

Encl.. 1 copy of the proposal
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THROUGH: Vice Chanceflor Evangeline C. Amor, PhD
Office of the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

. o )

Dear Chancellor Tan:

F'would like to submit for your consideration and endarsement to the President the Institution of Associate

in Arts (AA) Program (Appendix B} endorsed by the University Council at its (special) meeting held on 26
November 2018,

Sincerely,

MA MS i P ON AYO% PhD
a

University Registrar aﬂd UrD C Member-Secretary

Encl. 1 copy of the proposal



